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" Dear Cengressmame

The Attoraey Genergl has asked ae to reply teo
your letter of Octodbasr 23, cencerniag maports that
vehiclies rented dy the Departaent of Justice were
used te transport Revesrend Mgrtin Lythes Ring, Je.,
agound Aledama, On tha 18th of Octeder we issued the
follewing statenent, I thiak that it will completely
ausver your iaguiry., Of ceurse, any effort st all by
sSheriff Clark oz Governog “sllsce to ascestain the towe .
facts would bhgve ugde these falae redports unngiessary
ia the first place.

The reports thigt autemodiles tented by

the Degnfuent of Justice were used to

fuaraish treneportatioa for Reverend

Martin Luther King 4o Alcdems aze either .

. s grees mistaxe or 6 Selilerato mattempt = 00~ - o EoT
- te mislesd tGs people of Alabama, 7 7T ""M*-wm_"@“ . S

We sre sctting ferth 21l the fasts a0
that there ctu Ce ne misunders ‘
eltdecch we isssed 8 semplete Mhl N
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Atserneys fer the Department of Justise
oa ¢uty La Alabans end elseviese s the
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United States frequently uutvaunobl.ua.'
1z zecent weeks, Department atterneys have
gented tve automobiles ia Alabasa - Gue 8

a 1984 white Pord Galaxie.

"~ chevrelet wes used to take Reverend
 ging frew Birminghaa te Seima eu Octedes

“ % 4g." This cer bad beem sented by Kenneth - -

McIntyre, 8 Departmeat attorney, dbut vas
being used by Theltea Henderson, anether ,
Justice Departuent sttorney. B

SRRt

At about S:15 p.m, on Octobes 15, Hr,
Henderson weat toO
imrrview Reveresd Kisg st the specific
dlrection of tbe Department of Justice,
At that time Dr, King was et a meetiag

at the Gaston Motel. vwhen pg ., King came
out of the meeting, Mr. Henderson ssked
te speak te him, Dr. xing replied that -
te was late snd had to go {mmediately to
the New Pilgria Church io Birninghan,
Henderson offesed to drive hin there Af
pe could intesview him on the way and
pg. King agreed., Dendegsen 1eft the
Caston Motel at 5330 p.m, and 1et Dz,
ring off at the New pilgrim Church at
S$340 p.m. Hendersen then geturned teo
the Castom Motel, The Chevrolet mever
left Biguinghan that aight. -

xe have lesgned that Reveresd Riag was
ezivea to Selms In 8 Cheveolet sinilas
te the oune rented by the Departunent of
Juctice. Rowever, 3t was a privately-
ewned vehicle and was not the eus

vy Nz. Headszsen,

ST ek

.

It has deant e ed thst i.tn oa Octobes
15, Reverend King was dzriven from Selme

1963 Blue Chevrolet Inpals and the othes .

the Caston Motel 8¢

u has been teported that the 1963 S e




to Montgomery in the 1964 Ford which

3l1so was rented by MHr. McIatyre., Ng,

Mc Intyre rented tde Ford in Nontgemery at
8341 p.a. cu October 15 and dreve to Ceaig
Adir Force Base necar Selms, checking inte
the Bage at 9:35 p.n, Thereafter, nefthee
Rr, McIntyre nor the Pord left Cralg ais
Force Base that night, Mg, Ncintyre dees
pot knov Reverend Kisg end las never met
him. The Ford remained overnight in Seimg
and the folloving merning Johan Poar, Figst
Assistant aAttoraey Genersi in charce of the
Civil Righte Divisiom, drove tte Pord te
Tuskegee and then back te Moatgomcey, Ve
have been informed that Reverend Xing dreve
fron Seina to Hontgomery in a privatelye
owned Cadiilge,

It i5 obvious from these facts thgt neither
the Chevreolet nor the Ford, nor any ether
car reuted Ly the Pepacrtnent of Justice,

vas used to trancport Reverend King., The
reports to the coanttary are false. Any
cefforts to sscertain the truth would have
revesled these facts,

’

Yery truly yours,

Butke Marshall L
Assistant Attorney Gemeral
Sdvil Rights Divisies
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Dear Congressian Roberts:

I zegret to inform you that the informatiom |
Z furnished to you concerning reports that vehicles
rented by the Department of Justice were uvaed to
transport Reverend Martia’ luther King arcund Alabema

wvas' {a part inaccurats. T

The enclosed statement coxrects the in-
accurate information which I earlier furnished yom.

The Copartment is issuing a statement to
this effect tocdey. If you have any further ‘inquiries
alout this matter, I would be happy to ansver then
fox yoeu, . ‘

Very truly yours,

BURKE MARSHALL
Assistant Attoraey General
Civil Rights Divisioa

. e | ._ ,'.’,:.
Marshell __ . Trial Pile (1M8)
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Deaz Cengressmess

Thc Attorney Senezel bas asked me to reply to
your letter of October 21, cenceraing reperts thss
vebicles zented dy the Depaztument of Justice wesze
seed te transport Reveread Martia Luther King, Jf.,

‘sronnd Alabams. On the 13th of Octsber we fsoved the

following statenent, 3 think that £t will cemplctely .
snswer your inquizy. Of course, sny effert at o123 by
Sheriff Clask or Covernor Wallace to ascertain the true
facts weuld have mide these fslse Feports usaccegssary
ia the first plisce,

The reports that sutemebiles zented by
the Depattuent ¢f Justice were used to
fusaish transportatien fer Reverend
Martin Lether King in Alebans aze efther

‘@ gzoss mistake ot & delldesate sttempt
to uisitesd the people of Aladems,

we are setting fegth sil the facts 80
that there caz be 80 misundezstesding
sltbeuch we issued 8 semplete doanial
o8 “m‘“'. o

ea duty in Alabame swé elsevhere is the

ce: Recozds : o . |

Chreone - . .

Dootvf’(a S o -
Putzel e R
Trial Pile . . i

7 Attermeys for the Depaztasat of Justive .



 Unf:ed Stetes frequeatly reat sutosedbiles,
In zecent weeks, Depastment atternc¢ys have

gented tve sutonebiles in Alsdoms <= Sm¢ 8

1963 blue Chcvrzelet Tmupala snd the other

a 1064 viite Ford Galaxie, :

It bae becn reported that the 1963
Chevrolet was uscd te take Revegend
King frék Birwingtem to Selma on Octeber
15, This tar Lad been zented by Kcunetd
ticIntyre, & Department ststocney, Dut was
pPing used by Thelton Hendegsen, anetdes
Justice Depariment attorsey. T

At adout 5:25 p.m. on Octeber 15, Nz,
Mendersoz vent to the Gastezs Ptel to
intesview Reverené Ting at the specific
éizcction of the Department of Justice.
At thet tine Dr, Ting wes at & uceting
st the Gaston Notel, vthen Dr, Xing came
out of the meeting, Mz, Hemdersen ssked
to speak te him. Dz, Kiang rveplied that
he vas late snd had te ge imzediately to
the New Pilgrim Church in Bizaiagham,
Henderson offered to drive bin thege if
Le could intervicw him on the way and

»r, Ting sgreed., HMHeoderaon left the .
Caston Metel at 5130 p.e, snd let Pr,
King off at the Wew Pilgrim Churzch st
S349 p.m. Rendersen then retursed teo

hc Casten Motel, 7The Chevrelet mever
1cft Bigminghaa that aight, ] e

¥e bhave leaznecd that Reverend Kiag was
driven to Selns $a a Chevrelet similers
te the one rented by the Depsrtncat of
Justice, lowever, it was @ )t!nnlr-
owncd vehicle asd was uet the ene noed

by Nr. Nemderoos, o

It hes been reported that lster onm Oitobcl
15, Reverend King was drivea froea Selms




te Montgomery In the 1964 Ford which

al30 was rented by Nr. i Intyre, Np,

McIntyre rented the Ferd in Montgenmery at -
33141 p.a, on Octodber 15 end drove to Cralg oo 1
‘Adr Porce BSase uncaxr Selima, ckecking inte aa 5
the Base at 9335 p.a, Thereafter, acithes
Mz, Hcintyre mog the Pord left Sraig Als
Porce 3ase that might. Nr., MNcintyre deoes
. . not xnov Reverend King and bBas never met -
-hiw. The Ford remaised overnight in Secilms e
and the following moraniasg Jo'n Doax, First & o
Assistant Attoracy Gencral i1a chazge of the =
~~Cdwdl Rights Pivision, drove the Ferd to s 3
“" Tuskegee and then back to Montgomezy., ¥e

Lave been 8aforncd that Reverend Xing drove

fron Selma to uontgoaexy fn a privatelye

OW ‘d -‘d’.lu‘ [

It ix obv:ous fzom these facts that ncither 4

the Clicvrolct nor the Ford, mnor any other 3

car rented by the Departmcut of Justice, .

vas uged to trancpert Revercud Ying. The =
geports 1o the contrary are false. Any

efforts teo sscetrttalin the truth «vould have -
revealed these facts, _ -

Very truly yours,

T Burke Mazshell e EE
. Agaistant Attorney General
e - Civil nights Divislen
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Iouo:stic Geerge Andzews
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- Washingtem 35, 9, C.

Dear Cemgressmas: .. .

The Attorney Gemersl has asked me to reply teo
your letter of Octoder 19, concerning reports. that
vehicles reated by the Departmeant of Justice were
used to tramsport Reverend Martis Luther Kiag, Jr.,
azound Alsbama. On the 18th of Octoder we issued
the following statemeat, I thisk that it will completel
saswver your iaquiry., Of course, sny effort at sll by
Sheriff Clark or Govermor Wallace to sscertain the true
facts would have made these false reports unnecessary

in the firest plsce,

The reports that sutomobiles rented | 14
the Department of Justice were used to
furnish trensportation for Reverend

Martin Luther Kieg in Alabsss are either e

e gross nistake or s deliderate attempt
to mislead the peeple of Alsdama.

' »
We sre setting forth sll the facts se
that there can be mo misuaderstandiag
altheuch we fssugd s cemplete deafal
on Wedneodey,_ . . - o

Attezneys for the Department of Justice -
en duty ia Alabams ead elsevhere is the
¥aited States frecucetly zemt sutomodiles.

Ia gecent weeks, Derastmeat sttorneys bave
geated twe astesebiles im Algdama -« ome 8
1963 blue Chevrolet Impals and the eother

- s 1964 white Pdrd Galsxie. -

e s s - e e . - - ,
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It hes been reported that the 1963
Chevrolet was used to take Reverend ,
ting from Birmiaghsm to Seima on Octsbder
1S, This car had deen rented by Keansth
¥cintyre, s Department sttorney, bdut was
veiag used by Thelton MHeadersoa, saethes
Justice Departmemt attormey. .

At sbout S:15 p.m. on October 15, Mg,
Henderson went to the Gastenm Motel teo

interview Reveread King st the specific

direction of the Depsrtment of Justice.
At that time Dr, King was st & neeting .
st the Gastom Motel., When Dg, King came
out of the meeting, Kr. Henderson asked
to spesk te him, Dr. King replied that
he was late and had to go imnediately teo
the New Pilgrim Church ias Bizminghanm,
Henderson offered to drive biam there if
he could interview him on the way snd

pr. King sgreed. Henderson left the

Gsstonm Fotel at $:30 p.a, and let Dr,

Xing off at the New rilgrim Church at.
$:40 p.m. Henderson then returned to
the Gaston Motel. The Chevrolet never
l1eft Birainghan that might,

We have learned that Reverend King was
driven to Selss in a Chevrolet similer

"to the one rented by the Depertment of

Justice. However, it was 8 privately~

' owned vehicle and was mot the ome used
. by Kr. Rendersos. :

It has been reported that later onm October
1S, Reverend King was dziven from Seims
to Nontgomery im the 1964 Pord which
slso was rented by Mr, dicIntyre., Nz,
McIntyre rented the Pord in Montgomery ot
8:41 p.a. on Octodber 13 and drove te Craig
Alg Porce Base mear Selms, checkiag iate
the Base at 9:35 p.a. Theresfter, aeither
Mz, KcIntyre nor the Ferd left Craig

Alz Porce Base that might, Rr, neiatyre

does not know Reverend Xing sad has never met
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hin. The Pord remained overaight is Selms .
- and the followiag moramiag Joha Doar, Fisst .
s S Assistant Attorney Genersl ia charge of the .
‘ Civil Rights Division, drove the Ford
te Tuskegee and thea dack te Moatgomery.
¥e have been informed that Reverend Kimg S :
« dgzove from Selma to MNontgemez.  is a

N ’ . 4!:£v5tcly-ou-¢d Cadillse.
o S ' ' '
& . It is obyious from these facts that seither
s -.' the Chevrolet nor the Ford, mor any
ether car rented by the Department of Justise,
wes used to transport Reverend King. The . g
geports to the contrary are false. ZAay efforts
to ascertain the truth would have revealed
these facts,
4 VYery truly yours,
Burke Ksrshall
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
3, "~
d ° Q‘M
'g . ’ -
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The Enforcement of Civil Righte

~ e

By Burke Marshall =~ = - -
Assistant Attorney Gcactti |

-

rrofcl-ot John Hope PFranklin suggested in his receat

Sidney Hillman lectures at Howard University that “eme
fozcement, not cniet-eat' 48 the "key test” of civil
rsights legislation. I agree. I think that we as & __
natdon have made dmportant progress in civil f!zttl | "~fﬁ
during the past year, and iuvc done so simply by using

sany existing tools and powers of the federal goverse

ment which have not been used -« or not fully used ==

in the past, ~ - Tl

rhla has been on a much broades f:ont tisn by

‘tnfotGCIGnt of eivil zights. lcglsxatloa by the Dcpntt-
ment of Justice. The Administration has, for emample, e
. started on the very leng but very l-pottopt task of , _ ‘§ 3
. ensuring full equality of employmeat opportumity mot . o Q;f'

enly 4in the federal goverament dut also by the thouwsands
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of concerns contracting with the Government, This had

not been made béfore fn any affirmative or effective

fashion,

There are other advances. A 'iinlflcult one ge-

o e ) ———

, -ficetlag the tone of the Ad-lnlii&itio. in~tiin£i§;§lo. .

e

of a Suicnbiaot Group, consisting of :cprcaentatlggosal

a1l of the important agencies and departueats of the

‘&

. S
isbcétlvc branch, to meet regularly at the White House,
Its purpose, which I think has bLeen realised, is teo

provide a forum in which the civil rights prodlens of

pact of the Federal Government on them -« can be {ime

pressed particularly on the parts of the Coveraneat

’ ‘whose primary reopoullblllti;c 1fe elsevhere,

ki - What follows does meot extend to thccalnnttor-. It

: s 1liwmited to the work of the Department of Justiee. ~ ;f“ -

But I do mot uant'lt to be thought that what follews =& .

tells the complete story., Civil gights ptoylcin e
this countey asre =mot exclusively racial of Southern,
y Northern police misconduct is not principally raclally
"-ottv.tcd. and tho'iorthotq racisl prodlems ia adaise
fstering school systess are not 1imited te New Rochelle,
Irrational, iavidious discrimination persists -atlonallj

4n our housing, 1ador lnion;. cozporatiens; hoaspitals,

the United States -- and the imspact and potentfal iw- - A;“




lav firus, and universities, and creates an ugly; pes=
sistent tcoaoilc crtals for ainority racisl groups
,-hlch.lt a majoz mationsl uclf.rq.a.d econosic prodlem,
vadcn!ably. toucvcr. the most apparent .ad. in some vay..

-o.t dlffleslt legsl clle eights problc-a - thc ’rob-

iems which age the Departaent’s tccpoulburlty --invol.n
”?fthpmﬁigto and the South, .Con.cq.eatxy. this report, 1ike
our work, focuses oa that region and its people,

~ Bven within that ;i-!tntlon an exhaustive cese
pendlun of our statutes and activities is beyond the
scope of tila plece. Nor shaill I offer s .futlltl‘- e
studded speclatist's memorandum. Rather, I hope te
exemplify the Justice Department®s imcreasing civil
tighta.xolc by describing seversl of our represeatative
cases involving voting, transportation, and .chool.;

léagg;

'5’»::..

Yoting ~“?R _
In & large number (tto-‘h by mo means & -aJotlty)

of couutlcp ia a small number of states the right teo

~

vote is denied te hundreds of citizens by preveanting
Negro registration ia two major ways: dlscriminatioen
by registzars l§ the application of gqualification
tests; and intisidatioa by (most eften) ptlvntc fadi-

viduals. Prioz to 1947 the Justice Departseant had o-xy




.n unwieldy parcel of criminal statutes with which te

‘suuytiouo in the fora of Southera Jarlo.. 

white persons in the past, th!rd!y. we now nrc .blc t07'

ieplenent the guarantees of the Pourteenth and Fifteesnth

:;A-ond-entl. Crininal étcoi ran afoul of the South®s ag-

ey

The Civil Rights Acts of 19!7 and 1060 iavc glveu

ttcec new tools, l!rct. by proving discrl-lnat!o--~;—m--m~7

. -
or intimsidation fn court we can ask s federal Judge t.

‘ordeg the defendants to cease theirs actions ez go te

Jail, Secondly, if we can prove s pattera 5: practice
of diucgiulnutton, sny Negro who is thereafter rejected
by the Board of Registrars may apply te the Ibdcinl
court for s rcjlltratlon certificate which 1s valid et
all lub.equeqt elections. 1In determining the qualifica-
tions of the Negro .ppllclﬁt. the court must determine
his quallfleatlono in accordance with the qunllflcstlo-t

and ltlndltd. used by the registrars in reg!otc:l-‘

[ TR =

prcpata cases thoroughly bcfoto filing as we cam co-pclq"

loeal officisls to let us examine and copy their regle-

tration records. lﬁv do these laws work?

Macon County ocecuplies adbout 900 square miles 2s

@b&ﬂV Southcaltct- Alabama. About 10,000 of the votln; age

t“'

._%:p'

e-wg;p»

population are Negroes, many of vho- age associated

. With Tuskegee Institute and its related Veterans Nese _
pltol. In 1958, a1l 3000 ollglbli vhite persons, t.tr

-




enly 1000 or 10 percent of the Regroes, were tc;ictcto‘.

!avolt!gntiqa disclesed that the racially disparate

f voting figures were the result of syriad di-er!-ldutg;y
devices. It developed that, in effect, whltoo'bcca-o'x

:cgl.tctcd by rtnchlng tvcnty-oac.‘ fu fact, the regis-

’ ttttlo- ‘books wegre takea teo illlter.tcc' hones utonc &
these persons -- despite the -tntc . stringent 11tctt¢y _ 2 :
-t;ltuﬁt-ao were enrolled at their convenience,
The Negro applicant’s toute was far differeat, . , ;Fé,
Pirst, he bad to ferret out a functioning registzation "
bosrd which, as often as not, had secreted itself ia

an uniikely part of the courthouse. Moreover, Several

of the post-1950 boards had to be sought soon g{tot
their appointments because they resigned after tc;la-.
t‘tln;_thcvnchy eligidble whites., 1If cornctid. the
Board subjected Negroes to interminable 1iteracy toot."
8o that, at most, three or four applicants were p:c;jqoa§§e '"at;

on a tegtlttltlo- day. One woman wgote out Artiecle IR . ”éx,

of the Conntltutlon five different times in sn eighteen- 33;_i
~ month period. Each tise she “fafled™ the "test” because iﬁu-5
*f;gbc onitted on her a}plleytlon forn the date of the g
-month on which she had moved Santo Magom County over tea

'2- years peior to the dste of her spplication, even thowgh




she had dees a resident there continuously since that ' ﬁ{?_

date, A1l that tﬁo eounty required was a one-year resie ke

dence for zegistration, » C g

~ State 1aw provides for adout thigty tcglottotton B
frdnyo ,or year snd some of these may be cpcat ia pres . . ;; $
eincts cholc- by the registszars, l...;\;ouoﬂo‘to pre-*
. -~ sinets, 1Ia short, most Negroes did not get to apply Q;'
o };;Trz;;;t;ation and those who did were rejected for » ?ik:j
trivial errors om tests on which the whites received %ﬂ;
ald and sssistance in completing, A1l of this added wp
to these astonishing figures, 1In 1957-38 an l'lt“' of a
about SO Negroes were reglistered; in 1930.50 Negroes were é7% 
registered; in 1960 eight Negroes were registered, 1Im
| 1961 te the citc of the Federal Court's ccc:cé no Negroes
were reglistered., o
Sult had been filed in Decesber of 1958 under that

part of the 1957 Act which is directed at disceisination

by local officials. . Delays followed -- prime¢ipally froa -

the absence of o reglistration board when the suft was

. filed -« and the situatien was not dealt with until thip

‘Q%ff;' 70:!.' Out of the trisl last Mareh came 8 stromg, de-

tafled coust order which dfrected in offect ﬂut'uly~

the registeation .t.ﬁlatdo theretofere u)pllol te 'httoi

"eould legally be appiied to Negroes., The Department has
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been sctive in ensuing compliance with the order, and
. obtained supplementary relief in Septenber. The figures
azre graphic; as of March 1, almost 1300 Negroes had been

segistered since the court's decree., On the last tw

m‘,,o;lptratloa dates in Macon County em average of abowt

128 leg:gco were processed foy teclctr.t!ant‘ Pn:gﬁi;fg
lejTg.gg;;g&:o-ghout tbia'per!od the District Judge has re-
Quired the Board to report monthly as to itavptogtcOl

and with our help is constantly scrutinizing the regis-
tration proccdurﬁl to preclude a departure from the
teras of his orzdes,
Between 1957 and Janusry 1961, four othcf ‘....~.’
this type vﬁro brought to court, Since that January,
~ we have completed the 1last two of these cases - st
~Jdeast to judguent fo: the United States. Iam reality

the cases sre never cospleted wntil Negroes go inte the

e

voting booth as freely and as co-fortnbly as whites.
Pourteen sdditional cases have been fnstituted, 6!
these, three have already been tried, one im a county
= with over 100,000 people, and a 3 1/2 day ’téllnln.cy.
hearing has deen held en s fourth, One fupogtant gl.c;
brought sgainst the State of Louisiana, challenges tt§ 
¢on:t£t.ti;nsx!ty of the constitutional latot.totottonj_ |

test wsed in that state. -

F3a




After I took office as Assistant Attorney General
and uftcr eonoultutlﬁa on the matter with the Attormey
Genegal, I conclwded that if the Civil Rights Acts .."~ =
to be vigorously enforced as the rteaidiut bad directed, -

lt vould be necessary to seek out specific information

abont otatlutlcally suspicious eountleo. 1.0., those ia

which thc Regro population over 21 excccdo abnormally

R

PR Y A --::»

the nu-bet of Neggoes tegtctercd and in wh!ch the nhltt

T AT T Y.

e

populltlon over 21 is close to 100 percent gegistered.

S F e S4B o

Accordingly, we have inquired as to whether there {s
discrinination in a great nusber 6! these counties and
within the coming months we will make sdditionsl ime t -
quiries into the zest of them,

| One method of inquiry is by lnlpcctlpn'of voteg
gsegistration gecords. Voter reglstration records ﬁnv-:
been inspected lbqut 40 times since the 1960 clvll'llght-

SENCSR TS

Act was passed. We have 6 noan-1egal personnel, under the =

WL

supsevision of 3 experienced trial attormeys, ia the
Division naaly:!n;'thooo gecozrds on s full-tiue basis.

We also latctvlcy persons vho we believe have
knowledge of relevant facts ibont discrinination, It .
should be kept in mind that for the uwntzrained p.tion
kt is mot easy to discover legal evideance of discrini-

nation. Local Negee leaders cannet poze ever registratiea




grecords, nor can they find owt the experiences of white
pcrdonu 'ké have been registered. For instance, & state
‘ ssy prescridbe that voters must explain s iottio- of the

Couotltutloa. The Negro llldetl pass with flying colors,

th. taat aad fllc do mot., Those 1..40:1 do not koow thst

o co-c eonntic.. 1f o reading snd -tltlng test ll lu-

e

volved, or an application must de eo-pxcted. uhltc—.ppll-

R
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cants are sssisted by the local officlals while Negrees
go it alone, fail, snd go home to practice,

.?hil lq a sketch of tht we age doing to secure the
right to vote against officlal discrinination, ¥We have
feagned that the 1057 Civil Rights Act plus the cisk .!7
the appointment of federsl geferees under the 1960 Civil
Rights Act has been effective in pezsuading southers
olllclaio to change ways citabl!shcd !6: thres-quarsters
of s century; that the voting prodles exists in less
than 200 counties in the south; that it will be poip!b!@!
to zesolve the probles in some of these withowt 1itie -

gation; snd that with competent and hard-working pege
ooanc!. ptoyct ogganizstion, plus eoopct:tlo- from the
valtcd Stntcc Attogneys® off!col l- the south, the
eventual gesult everywhese is & inevitadble, although it
could be advanced im time by faverable Congressional
actlou oa th. usn.llcld »ist (8. 3180) on 1itezacy and
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other performance tests which has bipartisan and
~Aduinistration suppert.,
I should alsc add that we have learned that ia seme

cases —- not s -any s -l;ht bo topcl !ot. but some «e

ERE s S

1lti|atio- tc not ptovln; ns cessary. ttn Attorucy Gene
atal hn. directed me to sxplors !a advance of llt;;lthl
al! Qootlblc avenues of self-correction by 1ocal officials
Of whatever abuses and defects have existed, We fa faet
follow this path in all instances. As the 1lsw, and the
consequences of falllng{:o respecet it, become more gene

eraily tnoin. I am hopefwl that this manner of dissolving

legal blocks to Negro registration will prove fncreasingly

‘"‘tf‘!o
In some ways, the problem of lntlnldai!on = and fae
tinidation mixed vlth tndltfctcaco and apathy caused by

years of ecbulf and a loss o! faith fa our ’toeclncav,“;

is thc moge difficult one. The statute provides that ud%ﬁf

9ctno- shall attempt to intimidate, threaten or coerce
any other person for the purpose of interfering with the

gight of such otict pegsons to vete at & federal election,

It deals with many foras and causes of fear. Por example,

"q pezson may be fired from his Job decause of his efforts

to segister: he may be evicted from his fars;: his credis .

.~
Eos
ok
;
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may be cut of f; the channels of trade may de closed te
him; the state crimimal processes may be used to intismi-

'dcto hin, _ _
Whes intimtdatien occurs, its effect is devastating

to ttn ladlvidnul lcgro faovolved and dtceonraclac, to

T

say thoAlccot. te all Negroes in the area, COnocq00.tlyi/r

E,v

4f we age going to enforce the statute we -uat act fast,

R TR YN

" -

Jfottunatcly..-hllc intiuidation 4s hazd to prove, all of
the factors sre mot on the side of those atteapting te
prevent Negro registration ana'votlng. Unlike school '

. cases where the defendants are public officlals and have

lt/thllt disposal the rcaoureil of the public trnta.iy.

here the individual defendants stand on their owm, 1Ia
addition, intimidation cases are usdally dra-gtie and
publie opinion is iqgntely with those who are trying to -
reglster to vote. Here are exasples of fho type of

situation with which we deanls

Payette and lsyvocd Counties 1ie near llaoltolp’l

in southwestesn Tennessee. Almost 25,000 people 1ive

v gesidents age Negroes. In 1959 mo Negroes were toglo-

gﬁﬁs tered in !tyvood County and enly $8 were on the golls

ln'raycttc.
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stgnlflésat Negro registration activity began in

u;)ayattc‘60§nty in 1959; there were mno :cglsttntlo? of-
llcl;ls in !ayu%od County between 1958 and Iay of i.“.
!a the thlx of 1959 !nycttc County's whites -tnvlctlea!ly

c:elu‘cd !egrocs fyou 8 local primary election which, the

whites explained, was a private affeir. The iosulasity:
. ‘bespokea by this tsctic was penetrated by an immedinte . i;gi.
voting @iscrisination suft which, in effect, brought '

word of the death and burial of the white prlnnty some

years before. A consent dec:cc followed early in 1960.
To vote in Tennessee, s resident need only be
twenty-one, sane, and law-abiding. This absence of tests
to be used to ezclude Negroes, plus the white determins-
tion to retain pollttcul doninance, produced c!atolc ;_;‘
intinidation casc- and the fizst tests of that portloﬁ -

of the 1081 Aet,
rhc whites prepared and circulated 1!-&- of ttl*“‘z

.iéggo tcudcts' names., These persons were denied credit
by the banks and serchants, thelg insuzence policles wese
%féancillod. they Sost their jobs, and those who were ge-

_ tall werchants wege unsble to steck thelir shelves, n.e

thn whites, scting on outsoded asswmptions, undorcotl-utc‘

thc Negroes® detezmination, and rcglcttatto- continued

in both countlies, Sometime early i the summes of 1960,



most of the white co--ﬁnlty decided in effect to de-
_popll.tc the counties of Negroes by evicting shagee
~croppers snd temants from the farsmland which they “‘,
worked for years, Only t.‘llttlatlrlnd‘Ehtl!>lllll‘!!’
- o &

other pressures that their leaders had suffered fron
" “the beginaing. |

By mid-Decenber 1960, the Department tld filed three
c;seslsgnlncé moge than 150 defendants in bLoth counties,
ineluding lndivldunlog banks and business associaticons,
Sonme cvictlpno occurted defore we were adble to obtain
temporary injunctions sn 30 Decesber 1960 and in Ap:!l;. )
1961, prelininary injunctions for the remainder of the
cases wvere fssued,

These cases are not over yet, and further co-cont:

—

£ i oy

is Loappropriate, However, they CltlbllthOOt”’bl“t' -f.
to Jctxkvtth ingtances of ecomomic geprisal dtrected cf;
lc;to&.' effozts te vote., MNoreover, this portion of oug
statute s not ll-!gcd.to privately imposed preassures.

== In one of the f-o other cases drought under it (now pci‘é
4ng ia the Supreme Court), s ptcll-l-lty'lnjnugtlon.-n.
secured against the use of the state criminal processes --
argest, coa{lnc-ont. lntcttognt!oi. bail, tg!al e 1f the

processes were delng used to deter registration by Negress

R4 ~
. - "

were givea motice and these persons came to know the - —- - -
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While these legal victories show ’rokrea.. the

statute alone can never be adequate to cope with the

| prodblem, Firzst, -Q can enjoin the :epetltloa of dramatie,

vlolcat intimfidation, but that first lneldcat. which is

thc ‘basis for owr subsequent court osder, may itself Seter T

the NogrQ co-nn&ty from further effortl for months ez

. avca ytl:a. SQeondly. the Negro teachers, who are best

equipped to xcud others, are economically wost dcpcndo-t
upon the whites and most susceptible teo ‘subtle !atl-lda-
tion of the lot* that is difficuit to 1ink to voting ie
the cougtroom, These prodless will not ultimately de
solved except with progress in other basic civil righte
areas -~ the mational probless of poverty and 1limited

Job opportunities to which I have already referred,

Schools ‘
It 1- e politicaily widely sdvertised fact ttat -

the Attorney General ha. no authority to initiate lchool“”

doacgrogtttou n-lt.. rst. does not wmesn, however, that
the federal govesnment has no tcapouslb!llty on this
impogtant national prodblem, with ghc approval of the
Atgorncy General, we have taken care not to use the

1ack of legisiation as an excuse for fLnaction,
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of Justice in this area is te take any action that is

necessary to protect the integrity of orzdess of the

fedctal courts and te protect and promote the due sdain-
llt:ntloﬁ of jJustice in communities whaere scheol ezders
o tnvo‘laypal. It 48 wy peraonnl belief that at lclot
some, if aot all, of the violence and law enforconent
fﬁ;iﬁfﬁ?ﬁ?&!ﬁ?f.'b“h have attended school 40'0‘?“.%‘00 ia
the past were caused -- or at ldtlt were not sverted o=
by zeason of a f.iiutc to recognize expllicitly and glv;
effect to this responsibility. In some cities that
failure ereated a tc-pbztty vacuums - corroipoadlng <.
failure by the loecel officials and comnnunity to accept
the inevitable snd prepaze their cities for it -- which f
proved dissstrous. A ' .

This year the South and the nation made great -

symbolie ptégécuo in school desegregation, For the

first time since 1954, many cities and téiinf}eéz;iéi

laltl;lbdooogtcgatlon without & ilngic instange .l.»ﬂ-!t,;w

4isogder, loeabfo sdvances were made particularly dy

cntlroli pesceful transitiens im Atlants, Dallas, New

Orleans and Memphis.

At n'-lnL-ug.th; responsibility of the Departeuesnt ﬁL{'

e ey oy 7 T
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The Department did what it could to make cleag
the tccognit!on and accepteance of ourrtcsponqlblllty. o
and to offeg to local officials any kind of assistamce .

uhléhi;t was within the power of the federal gFovernment ﬁ; r

e B s - ——— e N U . I R -‘ v
.10 gramt, . - 2
R Y ":“’;37“*:"-7’ el e - - = - [ — - - ———— —— - - - RS B

For the most part this work was doae thtou‘i e - -

-formal confetenccn and a series of trips -ndc by Joka

. _‘,:3;, e i-:

s.lgenthatct and me to the w.jor communities to be o e

affected. 1In each case we attempted to be useful rather

4thnn cocrctvc; suggestive rather than demanding, 1In 0:28 T
- case we discovered an acceptance of responsibility ea ?};7
thelr part dy ioc.l officials -- in some cases, eoup!i‘ : -
with & remarkable willingness and ability to provide :
loétl leadesship. 1In eagh case these offleiolo. with Fif

the support and encouragement of others, in fnct 'Dtt

fully cffcct!vo in bringing their pcoplc into co-pllnnec

with federsl lav in a feshion which tcflccted cto

the nation as s whole 88 well as to the Sowth, - | e

Where outside factors interfere with this kind of
compliance the Department has an additional 1itigating

responsibility. This year we participated formailly i.

a friend of the gouwrt in perhaps s dozen school gases.

%/ Adninistrative Assistant te the Attorney General,
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The St. Helena Parish, L;uisltna. case lliulttnth some

of the probic-q these cases raise., The Negro private

plajatiffes filed suit in Septe-bct of 1952, Numerows
- ptocéd#ral delays followed, and the district court did

e

. -1nm Qr‘tt dcscg:ezat!on of the school until May of 1060. —

As s part of its own wassive resistance progran, [ 1960

.‘~;“*qpa 196! Ioulalaha enacted several pureelc of edstrue~

I e

tionistic statutes. The most quaint revlved the doctrine
of interposition; the most troublesome authorized each
parish to abandon 4ts schools by referendum. Interposie
tion was aﬁozfad in & case involving the New Orleans
school system, but on 22 April 1961 St, Helena Parish .
voted to close its schools, ‘

The school closing law is éstcnlibxy tacially ‘
neutral; that is, it was not'-cco-pnnlcd by legislative

hlctoky disclosing the raclal ﬁurposo. Thuo ttovealc e

’t.llntcd delicate problems of the jJudicial ptoblng o! i@%

~ the 1egll!ct!vc nind and, absent that, & state's .blttlet

obligation te provide a public school system. In thisg

55 5; context, the court directed specific inquiries to the

”pnrtlcu. te the United States, aqd a1l other states®
attogneys gemeral, VWe had previously moved teo enteg o

the ¢ase as amficus curiae, and also responded to the

court®s inguiries in s brief taking the position that iho
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Louisiana stetute was unconstitutional undey bofi the

due pgocci. and the equal protection clauses of the

" Fourteenth Amendaneat, The court held the_otqtitc vold,

and the Suprene Court recently affirmed uuculnouoly.

,':' Onc Other mew development in this ares &s worth

= R —— L

btic! -eutloa. ¥e believe that thc United Statco i.\*ip”

. lnthot!s;d to protect its courts® orders by a civil

r-;Qi;‘f:; :;;lfy relief without a specific grant of
.tauding from Congress, and have genettlly been upheld :
in this position, (A motion by the United States te ; ?%;;
intezvens in the Prlnce Edward County case was denled, .
but the nagrow grounds of the decision were 1imited to
watters of tlntn‘ and factors pecwlfar to that case,.)
Late last year officials (n Lbulclan. petn!ttcd oF g~
ganged for the transfer of children from one parish

which Ind been ordered to desegregate its schoels te

another that had not., W¥e brought suilt to cc;cgé;¢§ib;“' -

the schools of the second parish, sccepting childrem
Lrom the figat, as the only realistic implementatfoam -

,of an ogder of our co-:to.

;r:an.ggrtatlo- I T o : ;31*'
The gight to travel in futerstate commerce withouwt

.. distinction of gace has been won since World Wag I
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largely by private plaintiffs on an arduous case~by~

case basis. Im several of the cases the Governmueamt

participated as ln!cn. at the Supreme Court level. Im ‘ .g;;;
1955 the ICC held that the mon-discrimination provisiens

io¥%;9q§rp1 law gpvcta!ng futerstate carriers and thels

facilities meant race as well ll:Stt(.. Before 19¢1,%

OISR JEETR R

was thought to be without authority to protect such

,v.-ho-¢v0:, progrcsc was spotty. The Justice bep:rt.cnt

provate rights tfflrnaflvely and the 1imited resources

of the ICC 4id not permit an effective enforcenent came

paign, ‘ R : : e
In 1960 the Supreme Court held that Federal law

protected interstate travelers from racial discrining-

‘tton in llell;tlco used gegularly by lntetqtitc carcriers,

Whether or not the facilities were owned or controlled by

the carriers. The Freedom Rides followed in the sprimg

of 1964, After s tense week following ttcwiiéiiiéiffh?ﬂf

brint‘of violence, in which every effort Qll nade to S "

induce loesl and state officials to meet thels gfesponsie

‘fggﬁgi biilties, the events demanded direct and large scale
= federal lntCtvcntloa. Some Alabama of ficials looked
i on as violence cgnptcd fn Nontgomery. The sight ol‘
cltlzca‘ of the United States to elemental protection

of the law, nalii& travel securely anong the States,



wvas at stake, Whatever the Justification for complaint

g .sgainst the publicity methods used by the Freedom Riders,

the legal clinntion. and our responsidbility, was pes-

fectly plain., Ogdered liderty neans the protected exer-

‘eioq §!?nnbopull: gights or it ictna nothing, It wag~ —— -

under these pressures, and for these reasons, that the

"Attorney General was compelled to send & substantial

aucnber of deputy aarshals to Montgomery,

This necessity also -othcfed the Division's re-
suscitation of the much criticised Debs case theory,
4.2., that the Federal Government has a 1itigadle im-
terest in interstate commerce free from p:lyatc intere
l&rencc. On that basis we sued successfully to en join
the U. S. Xlans from intecfering with the Frecdon Rides
and to conpel the police to Montgomery, Alabama, te |

fulfill their obligation to protect persons engaged im

SR ) b . Y
,i—wt'iﬁe, -8 R

1awful -- though locally unpopular -- .et!vlt1.¥  S
Next, thc'Attotncy General petitioned the ICC te
{ssue éo-ptchcnolvo zegulations forbidding racial dli?
tinctions ia facilitles used by interstate common Cag-
giers. These regulations were isswed on September 22,
1961, and they becase effective on I .Noveader., We have
btonéht suits to enforce compiiance with them in Alsbanms,
ioutolana. and Mississippi. lislcélzy slailar sigport

ceases have been instituted in Alsbams and Lowlsisss,




. 1@ generally knmown of, but tools which were always there,

The gsesults of this are in a way remarkadle. Sinee '

May hundreds of bus terminals im hundreds of Southers

'lcltl.o and towns have been of ficially and formally ée-

segregated. As s corollary we have been able, without

bllttgttloa. to persuade ths elghtc-n railroads opctutlng o *ff'fa

"‘m'i_.ti -

in tbo SOuth to take action to dcceg:eg.tc hundrodl -f
'&'F 1
_Maddltloaax raix terminal f;cilitleo. Where there wege

. MEL«, " "".v
localltle' with cont!nuin‘ problens, we took tctlon as

pronptliy as possible to elimlnatc the-. Vigtuslly ell

tr

rall anéd bus terminals are now at least foruwally de-

segregated, both officially and by the carriers., I think

that everyone would admit that any renaining problems are

now only a Question of a short time, .
This happened because of the basic respect the

people of ail parts of the United States ﬁs§¢ for the

law, @O 1Jng as they know the law is in fact -- te

geturn to the beginning of this plece -- going thggﬁﬁgi;

enforced as well as enacted., We have used, tu-all three

.530ll I have referzed to, legal tools which were aof 

ready to{bo pieked up, and which have dDeen used oanly
to enforce principles of federal and constitutiomal:
favw a8 to the basic framework of which there has beea ne - ;i:?

sexious dispute for some years.




f'§ »ﬁ f . ©  f think that theze is s gresat deal moge work of ) o
N 235 this Xind wnich csn be dose ia this way.

‘Burke Narshsil
Assistant Attoraey Gcncrtl
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Corl Vinsor (D-Ga.), Chairzmn

arnizunced ‘&cd::;{-t&_xat he

S RN

& b1t viick

ihe éirective issusd oYy Delenze on

. .
=z jor Torticnc

. szught to fmplomert
Secretery

t.":z;‘g mesipors of our Armed Forcec e 2les

Thoy wre entitled to the sme freedsz of cholce wnen

gc other citi

Ao s

zens. Troe Searetery of Delens nd

o
[ 0to)

-,
54

4
rev socizl ordéer throughout ths Urited Stcizs

Forcese"

-
Wincen,

"It is a trasedy,” eccntinued Mr.

o e

nas seen fit to convers the miszicn

of our Armcd T

-~

sceurity to one of direct involvement with iceel

PO PRTPOs SN

"3

D o

Mr. Vinson quoted £ poriicn of thz Go

"

oqndete mopd t}-’ o

pEE VP SN R

local community effairs becease “"the

noi part of the nilitory

i it
o at thne gete; that it is nct nis Job to reorrange W2
.; ‘1{ - .
; —fcgicn vo chonfe commmanity

of ihis kind should be lefi to the .ourts;

+yc@itionzily non=politicul and snould nct

N

guestions.”

is

Gescll Report.

Shrosurs

ekcat the attitude of pase eormonders who C2id ey stouid =ct

: pressure would be misunderstone and would —araly ciir

- -
drvoive hizmseives

tr.e Bouce Jomed Services Ccxzmittes,

- - -
set-ncod to nlliify

Jay 26, 1553, waich

. - IA"
they lacve =ilitory beses

2o seck Lo ifmmose &

“Rzpors viich carplained

Involve themselves

atgisuies; that oy
up trotble; that guestions
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3 »Ihe mexbers of the Gesell Committee,® seil Hr. Vinsam, "toke ’

¢ , .

- -

exccpiion to these views cxprosced by tose corzenders.”

i ) ) . .

‘i "ot the Gesell Commitice rc*c::.::en::s," i3 ¥r. V...n..on, "15 that ) %

! Tuse cormanders s’r.ould involve themcelves inm renrreniing the s:ci order, seek

i .

o to ch nge comanity ..ttitudes, and u\'o.nrc <hezselves in roiitical ;'estions."

T .

F - Thics roo wmenaea geporture from the traditional rdat; ~ship betveen

b4 .

the militery ané sivilian elemcats of cur natisn Is one of the -most sericas

; -

i challenges to cur form of rmovernzcgt to occur Iin +pis ceniury,” kr. Vinsoz sedd. .

A |

“gre Sacretary of Defunse hes direcsed Tous 211 mecbers of the

Department of Defence will oprosc

b\

ard will focter equal opportunity seYvicemen

..

afence into local

“”‘-4 Lo

. Y%y

& direet invasica by “he Dere

) off-vase. Tnis is
oLy . .

} affeirs., If it is socigl reform toduy, it moy e direst ’o..r':icir.aticn 1n

i nztional elcciions tOmOIYOW; it it is race oy, -t. could be reliziom .c:a:vrrov,
4 ‘ seia lr. Vinson. ' .
; w1t s true that our Armed Torces hove hept themselves free from

ticn of the ruticr, ané I intend o 6o vkal

political ofTeirs since the founce

cuid 1‘&. v_ndan. - - -

I czn to leed

Lo

cff-limits

it thet way,"”

airective issued vy Wic Scerctary of Defznce z\‘thoriz the ~.<

czneticns by 2 local commender with the prior approvei of <the

In zdaition, the Secretery of Deferse,

cretary of his milit:ry n(.partu

o
.

<n o memorindua to the President, rcjuires the ‘vreperation of Qeteiled ;
3 . : T 3

airecvives, monuzls, end resulations making clear tke leaderchip res;onsibility

both on and off-base.*'” .
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clenrly that the Armed Forces of the United States will be used to irmrlesent

o:tthee.re s in whick our bases are

cretexry of Defense indicates

a program of social reform regexdiess

the laws, mores, and customs of the cammmities shich

loczted, regardless of
support these beses, &nd regéréless of the danger 1nherent in tra..sforning
+he Armed Services into politicel agents.”

L 3
*mMme bill I beve irntroduced,” suid Mr. Vinson, "rzkes it e ecurt-

scek to direct or control in any w2y <he monner in which &

partial offense to
Any bese ccc=cnder who

zezber of the Arzed Forces lives cif rilitery bases.

because of race, color, or religion tries to prokibit 2 member of the Armed

Forces from neking purchases for goods or services or renting housing

or any other similar

accmodat:.one or engaging in recreationzl activitics,

would be subject to & co.;rt-mart.al. Any bace cormaider who

of an off-limits senction because of

activities,

éirects, implements , Or requesis the use

rzce, color, or rel-gion wiil elso be sudbject to & court-n:.’u'tial."

Mr. Vinson continued, “the n»::nor:.nm.:- to the President from the

Secretm:;.' of ‘Defense, and the Cesell Repert civongly suggest that the careers

of nilitary personrel +ill be jeop;miized if thcy éo not tecome active ir social

rea.c*"" 1!: their locnl co'sr.a.nities. pr..vent that Trom talrinn place, the bill

mekes it o court-mertizal offense to -ake any ‘.ot‘.t‘ onon & fitncs' report,

T written report, Tiih respect o : t¢ the marrer in

efficiency repors, or othe
cion stiexpts

wnich & mezber of the Amed Forces bcecause of race, colsr, or reii

inflhu‘.ce the off-li:n.ts activities or condnct of any

to influerce, or fails to

v

-

ot

ven o

.y wr o
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=erber of the Armed Foré'es."




. Vinson also pointed cut that the Gesell Report soaght to establish

a gesta.po o;;eratim in the I:epartncnt of Dei‘enu. ' ] &

"(he Gesell Report,” zcid Nr. Vinson, "rcoomzonded thet ‘2l ;:crsonnel

officer oné calisted, should e froe to contact the officer cecignated to ' 5

receive em:.plaints st any tite, without the consent, inovledge, oF approval : 3

per.o'* in the chein of command over them. Comnications between

regulations should

. EVLIRAE PR

serviccmen 2nd this officer should be privileged znd sexrvice
ity of the

prohibit the gisclosure of such commications or the fdent

o, e,

compleinent without the servicemen's consent.'”

e

“Eere is 2 elear recm:nc...non," s2id lr. Vinson, ®for the esteblish-

.-

__ment of & p_oliti;g:}_c‘qn:gssar an cvery bose ocsumicd by our Armed Scrvices.

H
|
|
|
|
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17 this rocozzendation is irplemented, 2 scz'ucemar could conp"..in uithout

ever confronting the man about whoz he is complaining, end the officer designated

‘o receive the complaint would not even have te forsard the corplaint through

the chain of coxmeznd.
e Gesell Report goes fwrther,” said Mr. Vinson, *py stating that

B e b R e P

procedures rast be established which i1l encourage mil:.»ary personnel to

presat ccmplaints of discrmination.

. j e -
, "In otker vords," caid Mr. Vinson, “mevbers of the Lrmed Forces are

encouraged to present corpleints <o l'eep the pot boilinz. They are to be
curroundes oy protection ¢ end can mekc any wilé-cyed eccusation they vish. The
znd even the base com';anﬁer

L piarn vy -
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cused v‘u nct be confronteéd by the ccxplainant,

- will-pe-denicd-any knowledge_pf the complaint if this portion ot the report .“

ted, and there 4s mo reason to believe thot this portion of the B 3

1»ml‘ﬂb'.. P
e

is i=p

- -
- ..

B T Tt o




"

.
P N I

caube .

Jimeoeidos s -

‘-

L et e
bl e

Yy e
1

& o

Py
0

c-p
e
.

cw
® ¥k

rcpurtvnlmtbcizples.cnted. ’orthatreason,thehmlhavenw

r.l..onaksitaewt-mtidcﬁensetorwoﬁicertoactnpmornpwts

c_zplaiﬂttx'mwwa‘ofthek' dro:'cesvlthout theknawleageots
person next in the chain of cormend to vhoa the ccxzpleint is made, end without
aisclosing the complaint to the persen «ho 45 accused of zn izproper act
against the canpla.i.nlnt.' ‘ -
¢ "My bill does mot de2l with segregetion or integration -- xy dill keeps

the militery vhere it belongs —- in the.business of defending our matiom. It
keeps politica.l cormissars out of our Armed Forces. It keeps politics out of
the promotion of officers end enlisted personncl because of rece, eolur,
religion. It kecps mezbers of our Armed Forces ocut of local politics, stste
politics, and Federsl politics. It preserves the tine-honored traditica of

—_—— e e e+ m—r - ———

keeping our Armed Forces free frc:n 211 political tinges.”
wme future of this ratiom is at stake,” said Mr. Vinson. "Too nany

nations of the world have fellen victims to over-gzedlous nilitery leaders.
Tatil now, we have never been threstened with this chellenge, but the directive
4ssued by the Secretery of Defense, the memorandum %o the President of the
Unitcd States, and the Gesell Report, are clear warnings to cvery Ame:rieln
citizen that the role of our nilitery, unless we sct, is chout to undergo a
sharp and dangerous change. ‘4{ bill seeks to kcep the nilitary 4n the bnsiness
-of defending the natfon. Let the Congress, the courts, the States, end the ‘
people worry sbout sociel reform. Let the Ammed Services conceatrate e ‘

defending the mation.® . .- = —— - T
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SLOGANS, SEMANTICS, AND SH!BBOlETHS S

Mlﬁsﬂmdm,mmhdlmuluﬁmhtmdm
Wnﬂuﬂuﬁh“ﬂnwﬁubpoﬁmﬂwh
world, mml.-m‘muw.auw«mumnmmw
to find his ploce in the world, On the other hond, wome of this yeor's Spring
w&mm&nbmrﬂmuudbm—hwqﬂm == there's
egooddedmtdedtmmdMnhndqsmmﬂmdnnhahq ;
for mony generafions. . |
Mypwhbh&bwwslom nm‘lamddﬂbbokﬂn. 3 |
1 couldn't do this with on ordinory odblt cudience becouse the dlogons they Five . .
by, snd the things they think hey mean by them, have been colcified by fime
ond hobit, c«uwty.wwmhmnmumuwaﬂum
1 come to tolk up fo you. You belong %o an honor soclety whoss membership Ts
mmmemnmm,lmmmmnw,
while still young nd flexTble enough to use yeur Intelligence, The recl recmms -
that parents ars driven 1o distroction by thelr children's innocent questions — o '




pua—-tmuﬂ-aummﬁ.@man’;
wmdﬁd.indm.;uammmumnmdhmh
) o’lnq.mmdll\mﬂpaktn—mofﬁudm
ﬁlmpﬂd\mm'lmtfbbomﬁw Yo implont

ﬂ-dﬁnﬁd,wfdmmmbymlﬁmﬁndow-mdﬁ&-
b’bﬂuﬂﬁmpooplomtwimm llwnem'duoﬁm
101 44is matter becesse of my immediote experience os Stcff Director of the United
Sm&lnisﬁwmﬁﬁ‘ﬁg‘m lemﬂmperbﬂufm,lbmbuu
mbélymmlcbnymhmekmu‘qmarhhh
Mﬂm«qil‘ik. At the some time, | { hove been attacked by others who
%ﬂwhp'wlmkudddmmughbbnho,thekaﬂmm
dlﬂa. I‘nk:medehchadwoythdpeophfnqmﬂyunuocﬂyﬁnm
weorts with equol conviction fo express fotally contradictory ideas,

Exomine, i you please, @ phroze like the *Americon way of life” or
“nagged Americon individuoliam.” The American way of life fo some pecple
Simply meons confinuing to live in the cozy security of thelr present nelghbor= - -
Hood, To rome, Itmspmimaﬂgklcmqumihddeﬂuﬁnmd
prchvction of the laws 10 minority citizens of the commuity. For those minorty
Siftzers 30 deprived of equal rights ond opportunities, the American way of life
W, for them, poverty, inequity, ond bittemess, And what society and woy of
i do we tolk cbout when we refer fo "rugged American individuolisn?® Do
w!d‘wl\lduyanwlﬁﬂon!m? Or the severe communol life of the



Pligrim colonies? The lowlesmess and vigilonte justice of the ecrly Wester

W M&pﬂmmmﬂhmﬁﬁwmd
fhen cbundont noturol resources? ofmﬁ..'m&upﬁoamnm;-
ox?
Awollémphmmkucmentclwforndmfudﬁsh.

s crected and conditioned by sorly feaching and prejudices and a thousand dally
experiences. In oddifion fo this, we hoppen 1o have o rather Inexact language.
1t hos been soid that the English-specking pecples of the world get along rather
well together beccuu eadnmﬂm'snpnnnfoﬂncmlmoeonﬁm
unmmmmwMMhmmbm On the
other hond, # hos been soid that you con't ever gst olong with the French
becasse their language 1s o precise that It's impossible for you or thee o mis-
understond Ts meoning.

| lfywwaﬂwmleofhowe,usﬂy’mmeonfunwmlvu,eonddu
the word *faat.” It's simple encugh but It can simultaneously meon ot least four
‘quite different things. The word “fost” mmmﬂoﬁ,h&cmdh&g
heldfat,!temmcnlho.dmmofwm in o religious sense, Tt con mean
cbstinence. And o3 a description of promiscuovs behavior, it can mean some=
body who does everything but chetoln.

| So much for semontics; what about our shibboleths? One of them, 1
submit, is the easy assumption thet, borring Instont destruction, we'll olways

enjoy on 'm‘cﬁm‘* high st?ndotd of living. Yet the world population curve




" cleorly indicates otherwis. By cbout 1800, ofter  mlllion or 5 yecrs of humen
devolopment, there were cbout one billion pecple an this planet. But dbout
10 yoors later, thers were necrly thres billion pocple and the curve s goleg
necrly stroight up, Within the next 40 yeors In this country clone we are told

uiwﬂlhcv.bduplicohmdmduﬁinhﬂnihd&ohsbhuucm
loﬁonﬂn'wﬂlmq‘lydubhhmm

* Toke ons populction stafistic that's e good d=dl closer to home. You've

| heard, doubtless, ﬁdww'mrﬁp«cmdﬂnmmdh
District of Colunbia because their birth rote is faiodically high, Thisls
misleading; social studies have asicblished thot the f2r'lity rotic of Negroes
livirrg in the Disirict Is cbout equal fo that of whih persons living in suburbon
Washington, whrre most white fomilies with children live. Moreovsr, while
the Negro population of the District is over 54 percent, for the metropoliton area
a8 @ whole, it Is 24 percent — ebout the same €3 it was in the fime of Abrohom
Lincoln,

You've heard that the District's crime rote is the highest in the Nation

end that this rote continues to soor, Here we have two untive asumptions that
hcv;beentdanqsgoq:elbypooplcﬁwdm"bothcrhquuﬂon!hom

of their informotion. Instead of belng first, Washington actually ranks thirteenth
among America's 25 largest cities In the number of crimes per population thousand,

occording to FBI Uniform Crime Reporting stafistics, Further, compared fo @
national crime increass of 7 percent for the eelendariyour 1962 over the ysar
1961, the crime rote in Washington increased only 4,9 percent, ‘



Mmmﬁmfn--m& Mmﬂddnﬂl. This -

upoﬂcbd\owﬂwlnmr, non-negligent monslcughter, Atlonta is fiest

with @ 13.5% increcss over 1961, and Washington Is fourth, with on increte
of 3.4%; forcible rape, Chicago I first, ond Waoshington eightesnth, with
nmm__g__w;nbhy,aﬂcmkﬂdqdmdw&iw%ﬂﬁo
15.6% Increase; burglary ~— breaking or'enterins, Los Angeles is first with @
6.4% increcee, ond Washington Is sixteenth, with @ 2.4% incrocss; lorceny — — -
$50 and over, Los Angeles Is fint with @ 6.5% increase, ond Washington s
eightesnth with o 8.2% Increass; end auto theft, Chicago 1s first, end
Weshington Is fourteenth, with o 5% increcse. Orly in oggravated cauit Is
Washington first, wtihmxmon.n. However, aggravated ossauits
tncreased in Los Angeles 2,6%, in Houston 12.9%, ond in St. Lovis 99.9%.
kmthbmlmomddhbﬂlohl\aw& *Although crime Ts
aouam,'maamwamnnyhammhm. age,
sox, offluence, or geogrephye h&m«mmwﬂlapﬁuh
Mnbdﬂdhb&dmﬂbhﬁll&mbmoqﬂiwdw
In housing, employment, education, dishibution of welfure, ond equolity of
troctment by law enforcement officers.® Conceming housing, @ Richmond,
Virginia Times-Dispatch editortal lost fall scid *Thers con be little doubt
that there is.0 eomlaﬂonbomdmudqmmyofboﬁm.u. Crime
roiea for slum districts ore high, whether the pecple who live there are white

or Negro.*”




Anothee shibboleth of the prejudiced Is the amumpfion thot the Nego

come 1o Americn a8 a stlove and hos risen somewhat cbove thot estate anly

beoause of the Iibercl charity of whites. In fact, the Negr did not come to
dn.UnitedSmaidmbutacba\damuindeM,M
ovunamrbrepeﬂoddau,mm&.hwbmbhm
Sud:hbgnﬁeed”ul!ndhooﬂy’hmﬂmmﬁﬂsﬁ mWa

and skilled workman of oll kinds. It wos only during the first quarter of the
eighteenth cantury, when siove labor became an cttroctive comeodity for

southern cgﬁqukun, that the social privileges of the froe Negro were diminished

and slavery became an American institution. And for from being the original | -
home of the free, America logged badly behind cther notions in ending human
slovery. ﬂnmht&mpemmhdmgmtommhdmmh
entirely fhrough the Treaty of London in 1841, Slavery was cbolished in the

" nawly=independent South Americon nations, Chile, Colombla, Boliviay
Guatemala, Mexico, Uruguay, Argenting, ond Perv hod ofl outiowed slavery

by 1854, And cfter the Emoncipafion Proclamation in 1882, how much have -
mdméow!mbmnfﬁmhmﬁm&qubhmnwh

of full citizenship for oll Americons? The fact ls that, 10 the end of the
nineteenth century and well into the twentieth, the logc"y-fru Negro was
deniod the fronchise, exchuded from public office, bared from furies, onigned
o separate and Inferior schools (as he still Is in Virginia), herded into ghettos

(os ho sill i in the Distiict of Columbia), given mental jobs (as he fs through=
" out this enfire orea), and segregated in his iliness, his worship, and even in his




mmantswhmmpwm.un-u

hmm&ovﬂ!nwc!nkdlm. n 1886, there were 4.5 millien
Whhlﬁﬁhﬂ%mﬂqaﬁuﬂdlowdhmmm
Yodoy, there ove 19 million Negross and en estimated 73 percent are literate,
Mwwmmhdd“duﬂm,o&wmwmm
and high govermentul officials of this country. Just a few days cgo, @ Nego
AitFmC@tdnmsbcbdamdhmimsfoﬂhewWw“ o
grom. The Negro has not only survived; he hos raised himself to @ lovel which is
Tittle thot of astonishing, and he hcs dons it cgoinet great social odds ond with
very little help from govemment. After Lincoln, you have to wait until Theodors
Roosevelt before you con find an Amezican President who took o significont Interest
#n equol rights for all Americons, hhlegislaﬁwm,ywmewt'#ﬂn
Civil Rights Acts of 1885, 1875, 1957, and 1960, Judiclelly, the cupboond
wos largely bare until the Supreme Court declsion of 1954 — @ decision which
haydbhiwlmntdbcmmyﬁmsmdsofdﬁldmwhowaﬂow
In the field of civil rights, the shibboleths cbound, It took @ majer
Mmbwliﬁmmsefmmo!lhﬂu-wm
schools weren't equal. Now you may hove heard that one=third of the total
pumber of biraciol school districts in the South have been desegregated and this
is o heartening advance. Stotistics don't lie; or do they? In terms of Negro

children actually attending desegregated schools in the South, the oclual

e e e e e o " - . P e i e e e T




mubakln!m!pcmm cdluthmm—bdfdmmﬂnﬂ-

enly the Stotes of the old Confederacy. The recton for this dispority ts smmed
up In the phruse ™token desegregation” — the proctice of admitting e few children
ond cloiming thot the low hos been cbeyed.,

~ You mcy olso have heord that Negroes hove been getting olong fine
in their second-cloms cifizenship stoius — that they really don't wont to cemme
;lﬂc cbligations such as voting and only ogitotors say they do. But since ¢ court
ocﬂon_was concluded in 1961, the registrotion of Negroes in one Alcbomo county -
hos tripled. 1n cnother Alobama county, Bullock —= one in which the Civil Rights
Commission first oxposed conspiracies fo keq';' Negroes from voting == Negro regls=

trolion hos risen from five to 1,000 in one yeor's time, - e

This is some of our American history In the struggle toward equal rights for
dlwrdﬁzem,mdlurgeyoubmdy it further. tt will be useful toyou!nm
ways = firzt a3 on Intellectuol exercise to establish how foct has been disivrhd by
foncy ond how emotion con b2 substituted for reason; ond second, so thot you moy
| explore a serious flaw in our Americon life that bodly needs your attention, =~ —

What | om encouraging you to do is fo corry into your community life
the some intellecius! cbjectivity ond curicsity to know the truth that hes served
you 10 well in acodemic tralning.

We ore told thot 90 percent of all of the sclentists h mon's lnlsbry ore
living todoy. Tec!\mcully, we cre ferribly swift in our progress, But like the

’ soreenr‘: opprentice, we are bound 1o create uncontrolicble choos for curselves

!f we eemof close the gop between our technical ond social pmna.




Short of oltrulem — kdu'dm!tdmm-mnqu

this latellectual effort 1o our seifish ond selfishly woﬂby national interest? Can

we clearly cxomine thot tdecl, shot quality of choracter known by the vostly-

&mdwd'pdrhﬁn‘?tlmmddldumlyhlmﬁdpm
n some sense 1s @ desircble personal citribute. But what is it, reclly? Giving

| upm!umdhcnd-saluubhﬂq? Feeling the skin prickle when the band

tabversive’ revolutionists who created this Notlon,

plays and the parade goes by? Scrmval Johraon 0id *thot mon 1 little fo be envied
mmwmgdnbmmhpldndw. Of those who
would use it for personal gain, Dr, Johnson olso said that “patriotism is the los

refuge of the scoundrel.® | ‘ ’ '

Obviously, it has many meonings, To some, it means odherencefoon .

1deology thot seeks to aibjugate men ond nations. To others, it meons preserving
hm»ﬂmttmewqdﬂhwmm To still others it Is
an octive effort 1o tum bock the clock, shut the mind fo the present, and see the
bbgbﬂnofwmlmmsp!mymwrmmin&mmty
complex events, Here indecd, homﬁll-wnmd,tﬂhep!occwhouslom
and shibboleths find thelr ssmantical hoven,
umywbmtderanmwmwnhaenmw;eau |
ywrnfooudihdmmudngemonlybofwndhompha-lboConsmuﬂﬁu
of the United States. The more you read this remarkable document, the more you
roolize the vlve of the birthright that has been left 1o us by that little bond of

o

ey



W

The Kool the philomphy of equal opportunity for ol Americons, Teset

Maprtndp!oddinﬂnhh&cledhndw " s vo-
Wudhﬂnoﬂgindcmﬁnﬁ, " and 1t s reinforced by amendments which
.bmbmdnphdbyﬂnm The Fourteanth Amendment forbids the Siotes
fmu&hadsm&ywl«%&ﬂdyﬂ’nyﬂvﬂmu\dmﬂ.
| of the citizens of the United Stotes. Nor, it says, sholl any Stote deprive any
" person of lifs, meny,umwtmumaw,mm#ém"
porson within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the law. The Fifteenth
qumychdyudﬁwbduﬁnﬁghvnmﬁdlmhw
or dbridged on occount of race, color, or previous concition of servitude,
anyons wants fo sudy potriotis, thot quolity which we call Americantm, he .
will find it In the Constitution, | |
He will also Find there the ideol of society that has yst fo be realized
in America. thhupkmhtbnefﬁsldedemmmmmw
mﬂ\ o the exercise of equol rights and equal oppoﬂmﬁthboﬂdmudd
 discord, grectly accelerate sdvcafion, reduce crime ond poverty, utilize voludble
monpower, uddlwgelybwceomdc wealth, ond build an impregnable mordl
fortress whose flying bonners will inspire the entire world,
Mlhhbﬂnscmoniybohdﬂfyw,u!ndivitbuls!nwapewd
m.mdocﬂuu,mdaucﬂwmmbenofmeomdv,hythnfwm
Alorlt. Thhmpomibilltykdodyywnmdﬁnbrdmwmhcgndm.

But, if you csmume it, | think you will find life o good deal more interesting than




Ipu&mh-—dybhmtwmfbﬂmgw& ',.

badmhbmdm, ifywcbmmmubwhmodnnddw

mmﬁiyadywtm, Mywuyywmﬂbnwmp
nuwﬁll‘mgbuhndbdm.

Mﬂndeﬁnihwwrdforﬂmwbdwubﬁmhﬂyvﬂhndw

Mmmmmbumsom'sﬁﬂfmhw
W,M,Ahdmﬂmoh- He wid

...mywqdhmlbdﬂwdempobawmd
_ will not tumn end rend you? oo ofomilicrize yourself with the
m&w«dwmmmﬂuxb‘bm
them. Acuwbmdbtmphonﬂuﬁdwsdothen,ywm
lost the genius of your own ndependamtmdbeeomhﬁt
wbpdsoflhoﬁd ingcymr#wbllnlmyw.




